Snowball Ice Breaker/Preview the Topic
This think, ink, pair, share exercise can be used as an ice breaker or as a way to preview any topic. Here are the steps:
1. On a blank piece of paper, write down a question. Crumple the paper and throw it like a snowball. Here are some sample topics: 
What questions do you have about _____ college?
What questions do you have as you begin college?
What questions do you have about how to read a college textbook? 
What questions do you have about how to be successful in college? 
What questions do you have about support services at our college?
What questions do you have about ______. 

2. Pick up a tossed snowball, un-crumple it and read it. Write an answer or a new question. 

3. Crumple the page and throw it.

4. Pick up a tossed snowball, un-crumple it and read it. Write an answer or a new question. 

5. Crumple the page and throw it.
 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Pick up a tossed snowball and keep it. Un-crumple the page and read it. 

7. Discuss the questions and answers with one other person.

8. Debrief the exercise as a whole group. What were some interesting questions? What were useful answers? Were some questions not answered? When using the ice breaker with faculty, ask "What are the key elements of this ice breaker?" How could this exercise be adapted to introduce or preview any topic?
This exercise can be used to find out what questions participants have about the topic and can serve to set the stage for learning. It is a way of finding out what participants already know about the topic and gets them involved in the discussion. It involves all students in a non-threatening way since they have the opportunity to first think about the topic and then write a question or answer before they discuss it with another person or the whole group. It is also a fun activity that breaks the ice and helps students to feel comfortable in contributing their own ideas. Be ready for a snowball fight! 
(This exercise was adapted By Dr. Marsha Fralick from an exercise suggested by Cheryl Spector, California State University, Northridge and shared on the FYE listserve.) 
